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Preface 

Examining India's adultery laws provides an engaging view into the nation's 

changing legal, cultural, and social perspectives. This book traces the 

development of these rules from ancient times to contemporary 

interpretations in an attempt to understand their intricate past and current 

relevance. In India, adultery has had a significant influence on the 

development of legal frameworks and social standards. The topic is 

frequently surrounded by moral and legal ambiguities.  

In this book, we want to offer a thorough analysis of adultery laws, looking 

at the cultural influences, historical backgrounds, and legislative changes 

that have shaped their development. We explore the various causes that have 

shaped the legal discourse on adultery, ranging from the strict standards of 

ancient Hindu culture and the inflexible structures imposed during British 

colonial authority to the progressive adjustments observed in post-

independence India.  

The decriminalisation of adultery by the Supreme Court in 2018 is a critical 

turning point in this process. This statement highlights the dynamic 

relationship between law and society norms, while also reflecting a shift 

towards gender equality and personal autonomy. Our goal in writing this 

book is to examine the effects of this decision on modern Indian culture and 

to clarify its ramifications. 

We sincerely hope that this book proves to be an invaluable tool for 

academics, attorneys, and anybody else who wants to comprehend the 

complex interplay between morality, the law, and social transformation in 

India. 
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This book offers a thorough analysis of India's adultery laws, tracing their historical roots, cultural 

settings, and legal developments. It examines how colonial legal frameworks and antiquated Hindu 

traditions gave way to post-independence revolutionary shifts that culminated in the Supreme Court's 
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